
Twenty percent of the requests for public re c o rds were denied in Bur-

rillville. The problems were with the Police Department, as was the

case in many other towns. The Police denied access to both indexe d

items. The Police said that they were not “obligated” to release arrest re-
ports. (This is incorrect because the re s e a rchers specifically asked for re-

ports that were not under investigation.) They also denied access to the

l o g .

B u rrillville is one of the two municipalities in Rhode Island that re-

quested personal identification for all the requests made among all de-
partments. The reason for the request was asked for 60 percent of the in-

quiries which, unfortunately, was about the state average. On the positive

side, only one visit was re q u i red for all the documents that were re c e i v e d .

Still, there is significant room for improvement in this town.
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“ The Burrillville Police
Department was extremely
discourteous when I asked for the
arrest and brutality reports. They
made a copy of my license and
asked me repeatedly why I wanted
the information. Then both the
o f ficers and chief told me ‘they
were not obligated to give out that
information.’ ”

B u r r i l l v i l l e

School Committee Minutes:
• Readability: NA
• Thoroughness: NA
• Layout: NA
• Legal Compliance: NA
C i t y / Town Council Minutes:
• Readability: Av e r a g e
• Thoroughness: Good
• Layout: Poor
• Legal Compliance: Full

FI R S T TW O VI S I T S: OC T. 23
NO V. 7

Documents Not Received

Police arrest reports
Police log

C i t y / Town Clerk

P o l i c e

S c h o o l

D i s c o u r t e o u s C o u r t e o u s

Comparison: Cities/To w n s

B u r r i l l v i l l e

How We Were Tr e a t e d


