
The re s e a rchers were met with considerable resistance and a notable

lack of courteousness in two of the three divisions of Hopkinton gov-

ernment. While the Town Clerk was very courteous and complied

fully with all of the requests, the response was much different at both the
Police and the combined school department, Chariho. There is room for

i m p rovement in the Police and the School Department. 

The Police had a discourteous demeanor and did not comply with

either request. The School Department provided three of the five docu-

ments requested. Only three other jurisdictions have such a low compli-
ance rating.

4 4 A N A L Y S I S :  C I T I E S A N D T O W N S A C C E S S T O P U B L I C R E C O R D S

“
The Hopkinton police offic e r s

told me that a police log does not
exist. I was asked to identify myself

twice and was asked what
newspaper I was affiliated with

when I requested the information. I
felt very intimidated when the
o f ficer asked me for my name

twice. 

”
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School Committee Minutes:
• Readability: NA
• Thoroughness: NA
• Layout: NA
• Legal Compliance: NA
C i t y / Town Council Minutes: 
• Readability: Av e r a g e
• Thoroughness: Poor
• Layout: Poor
• Legal Compliance: Full

Documents not received

How We Were Tr e a t e d

Police arrest reports
Police log

School contract
School comm. minute

C i t y / Town Clerk

P o l i c e

S c h o o l

D i s c o u r t e o u s C o u r t e o u s

Comparison: Cities/To w n s

H o p k i n t o n


