
The South Kingstown Police Department is one of only nine in the

state that complied with all of the indexed items requested. More-

o v e r, South Kingstown is one of the eight jurisdictions that complied

with all of the ten indexed items. The town employees were rated “some-
what courteous,” but when compared to all the other employees in that

state, they rank close to the bottom. The demeanor rating is about equal

a c ross all of the divisions of local government, unlike most cities, which

shows the police as less courteous. The South Kingstown officials were

m o re inquisitive than most, asking for identification and the reason for
request in 90 percent of the interactions. The town is also one of the ten

municipalities statewide that re q u i red a written request for one of the doc-

uments. (The Police re q u i red a written request for copies of arrest re p o r t s

which was never fulfilled.  However, the re s e a rcher was allowed to look at

the arrest reports in the Police station.)
( Footnote on p. 70.)

6 2 A N A L Y S I S :  C I T I E S A N D T O W N S A C C E S S T O P U B L I C R E C O R D S

“
At the Police Department, I

spoke with two officers about
arrest reports. They told me the

records were public. They asked if I
worked for The Providence Journal-

B u l l e t i n or if I aspired to be a
r e p o r t e r. I told them I was a

concerned citizen and I would like
copies of the last three arrest

reports. I filled out a Freedom of
Information request, and they said
they would mail the reports to me,

but never did. * As I was leaving
the station, I asked the offic e r s
their names. One of them said,

‘ W h y, are you spying on me? Are
you gonna get me in trouble?’ 

”

South Kingstown

School Committee Minutes:
• Readability: Poor
• Thoroughness: Poor
• Layout: Av e r a g e
• Legal Compliance: Full
C i t y / Town Council Minutes:
• Readability: Poor
• Thoroughness: Poor
• Layout: Good 
• Legal Compliance: Partial

FI R S T TW O VI S I T S: OC T. 22
NO V. 7

Documents Not Received

How We Were Tr e a t e d

All 10 index-items
r e c e i v e d

C i t y / Town Clerk

P o l i c e

S c h o o l

D i s c o u r t e o u s C o u r t e o u s

Comparison: Cities/To w n s

South Kingstown


